Int
1-2. ©2002 The Japanese Society of Hematology Three years have gone by since the first publication of the International Journal of Hematology by the current publisher, Carden Jennings Publishing Company, with a new cover, larger format, and new editorial board. We are proud to announce important developments for the International Journal of Hematology during the last 3 years. First, submissions have steadily increased and the impact factor has risen to 1.2. All of these changes took place while the rate of acceptance remained unchanged. Increased submissions allow us to publish 2 more issues per year starting in 2002. This should help to further shorten the time lag from acceptance to actual publication. Second, the International Journal of Hematology has been made available on the Internet at http://ijh.estacks.com. We are offering reduced subscription rates for online-only access. All in all, the last 3 years have been a very successful time for the International Journal of Hematology, which by now has a firm foundation as a truly well-known international periodical that combines the science of research with the clinical applications of groundbreaking discoveries in hematology around the world. Indeed, we may well regard these changes as the renaissance of this journal.
The crucial role of a scientific periodical is the prompt publication of articles bearing reliable and original findings of high scientific importance. The speed with which such reports are distributed is key to their timely use by a broad readership. With 10 issues per year and the availability of online access, the International Journal of Hematology definitely continues to fulfill this goal. The use of electronic capabilities has significantly contributed to more prompt handling of manuscripts, including reviewing and editorial processing. In fact, quite a few mini-review articles have come in through e-mail. We anticipate more and more electronic submissions of regular articles. We only urge potential authors to take extra care to send figures and photos of high quality in a reproducible form.
We owe much of the journal's success to the outstanding efforts of our reviewers. The Editors would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of our Editorial Board and the hundreds of individuals who have given their precious time to review nearly 250 manuscripts submitted annually. We would especially like to thank the many leading hematologists who have kindly submitted excellent mini-reviews on a given topic appearing in each issue of the International Journal of Hematology in the "Progress in Hematology" series. Most are concisely written, state-of-theart review articles that are exactly to the point. The authors' efforts to elaborate on and to include the latest findings in each field in a very limited time are much appreciated, and we believe that they are the reason for the success of this series.
Additional changes starting with this volume will be found in the structure of the International Editorial Board. We are grateful to many members who have accepted our invitation to remain on the Board.The continuing help of the American and European Regional Editors, Drs. Makio Ogawa (Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston) and Dieter Hoelzer (University of Frankfurt, Frankfurt) is very encouraging. Given the increasing submissions from every corner of the world, we have taken several means to reinforce the Board's structure. One such step is the nomination of Dr. Surapol Issaragrisil (Mahidol University, Bangkok) as the second Regional Editor in Asia. Upon the resignation of the first Regional Editor in Asia, Dr. Yongi Wu (Peking Union College, Beijing), we are happy to welcome Professor Dao Pei Lu (Peking University, Beijing), who will function in his place. We thank Professor Wu for his contribution during the last 3 years and note that Professor Lu is hereupon responsible for submissions from the Far East (China, Korea, and Taiwan). The newly appointed Dr. Surapol Issaragrisil is expected to receive submissions from the rest of Asia as well as from the Pacific regions, including Australia and New Zealand. We are glad to welcome the following new members to the International Editorial Board: Drs. Charles
